


• German-British statistician and economist, best known for his 
proposals for human-scale, decentralized and appropriate 
technologies

• Served as Chief Economic Advisor to the British National Coal Board 
from 1950 to 1970

• Because of his opposition to Hitler, Schumacher left Germany before 
the Second World War and spent the rest of his life in England

• In 1955, traveled to Burma as an economic consultant. While there, 
developed principles of what he called “Buddhist economics, based on 
the belief that good work was essential for proper human 
development and that “production from local resources for local 
needs is the most rational way of economic life.”





The bread you store 
up belongs to the 

hungry; the cloak that 
lies in your chest 

belongs to the naked; 
the gold you have 

hidden in the ground 
belongs to the poor.
-St. Basil the Great

Is Schumacher’s view on prosperity any different than what the 
Catholic saints try to teach us?



How do we tell or know the difference between gluttony or sloth 
or avarice and taking care of our families each day when we go to 
work? What does Schumacher want us to do”



Where is our society or culture at today? Are we behaving stupidly, 
irrationally, cutting into our own flesh?”







• From the late 1970s to 1996, natural gas and crude oil reserves 
experienced a steady decline. 

• In 1997, the downward trend for natural gas reversed because of 
innovations in horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing 
techniques that successfully increased natural gas proved reserves 
and production from shale formations.

• In 2008, the downward trend for crude oil reversed when 
innovations in horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration



https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/hidden-costs-fossil-fuels


“A Harvard University study, 
which assessed the life cycle 
costs and public health 
effects of coal from 1997 to 
2005, found a link to lung, 
cardiovascular, and kidney 
diseases—such as diabetes 
and hypertension—and an 
elevated occurrence of low 
birth rate and preterm 
births associated with 
surface mining practices.”

“Natural gas’s climate 
emissions are not only 
generated when it’s burned 
as a fuel at power plants or in 
our homes. The full global 
warming impact of natural 
gas also includes methane 
emissions from drilling wells 
and pipeline transportation.”

Source: Union of Concerned Scientists






